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toward the United States. This would render the U.S. presidential election itself an exercise in U.S. public
diplomacy.
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the Arab world is where much academic focus has been regarding anti-American sentiment in the aftermath of
September 11, 2001.

United States in perspective.
Table 1: In a world where there is only one superpower, which of the following countries would you prefer to be

the same foreign publics.

the upcoming U.S. presidential election.

DATA SECTION

superpower.

Methods

Table 2

including states relatively religiously monolithic to states with complex religious mixes. The polling also occurred

opinion polling data from Arab states. In contrast, the Pew Survey only measured three Arab states on issues that
of the United States, perception of the president of the United States, and the context of the Arab Spring.

Results
The results are presented thematically. First, data about countries around the world are presented in order to show
ultimately aiming at the same views. This table shows that those polled would generally rather live in the United
has such a steady increase.
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Table 5:

Table 6: Which two of the following factors do you believe are most important in driving American policy in the
-

Table 4:

second place for the state which respondents feel poses the biggest threat to them. This table was chosen to provide

perhaps feared more than other countries, it is generally on par with Britain in most aspects.
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Table 7:
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Elites.
Table 10:

governments.

This table was included to show the relation of the perception of President Bush to other world leaders. Here we

a peace agreement is rebounding, with stopping aid to Israel a strong second. The next most popular options are
of error.
Table 8 (left): Would you say your attitudes toward the United States are based more on American values or
Table 9 (right):

both gaining more responses than any candidate.

foreign policy revolves around protecting American interests and maintaining its power in the region. The fastest
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either somewhat or very discouraged.
Table 12:

Table 13:
and I am hopeful about his foreign policy.

Figure 3

views of the United States and the president of the United States at the same point in time.
Table 11:

same years in Table 12.
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Figure 5:

Figure 4:

Arab Spring.
Figure 6:

Table 14:

percent are more pessimistic.
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appears to exist in public opinion or public relations literature.
public opinion, extensive data have been presented. While these data at times investigate the reasoning behind both

exist it would be broad enough to apply to the present study. Nonetheless, the present article is only searching for
-

easily forgotten, it is no doubt that many of these interventions are fresh in the minds of many Arabs. This, too, has
intervention in Libya in 2011.

27

idential election, suggested that a majority of Arabs either do not pay attention to U.S. presidential races or feel
that U.S. policy will remain the same regardless of who wins the election. Due to the current foreign policy goals
of the United States, Arab public opinion will be important when crafting foreign policy for whoever stands at the

reputation among Arabs in an observable way.
-

There are several problems with supporting this hypothesis. First, the data presented only touches upon the end
of one U.S. presidential administration and the beginning of the next. In the short list of scholarly literature
investigating such a possible effect, no research presents data showing the beginning of the Bush Administration,

31

32

of Arab public opinion.
After the Arab Spring, it seems clear that Arabs feel a connection with protestors and government opposition
assumptions. The literature review of this article presents possible foundations upon which such a theory may rest.

the region.
28

Suggestions for further research
29

and Davies and Mian have found a correlation between reputations of party leaders and parties.

30

However,

publics was found through this study. However, the understanding of the relationship between the reputation of
a head of state and the reputation of the state could be vitally useful for public diplomacy efforts the world over.

United States and the U.S. president at roughly the same point in time, how could one be sure there was no third
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CONCLUSION

-

Foreign Affairs

more important in order to gain the cooperation of Arab governments in pursuing U.S. foreign policy goals. If U.S.
foreign policy toward the Arab region is considered to be important, it will be imperative for the next president to
States generally is suggested, as it has the potential to yield important results for public diplomacy efforts around
the world.
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